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which has so far been confined to the " dry " States
on the other side of the Atlantic. They have inter-
fered even with the right of a licencee to entertain
his friends in his own house outside the few hours
prescribed by the Board for public drinking, and
have made it illegal for any man to give any friend
of his a bottle of wine except during these hours.

Even our system of taxation has taken forms
peculiarly inquisitorial and therefore hostile to
liberty. A vast and irresponsible bureaucracy has
been established all over the land, and it is only a
matter of time before our desks will be broken open
by these gentry. In the Middle Ages it was con-
sidered the first principle of justice that the class
who had to pay a particular tax should to some
extent be consulted before it was imposed. In our
own day we have seen the right of the House of
Lords to throw out the Budget denounced because
the Budget contained the land taxes of 1909.
These were described (in order to hoodwink the
public) as measures directed against the peers,
although in reality they hit only the small investor
in land and the builder. It may be true that
previous taxation on land through death duties had
really hit the House of Lords and the country
generally. It has certainly resulted in driving off*
the land those men who respected the traditions of
duty with which the possession of land was pre-
viously associated.

We have therefore done as much as possible to
kill the spirit which inspired the liturgies of ancient
Athenians and the benefactions of the ancient
Roman. A retrospective view of the painful effort